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The play that night was " Richard Cceur de Lion ", a
play abounding with loyal passages and loyal songs;
" nothing ", observes Frazer who was present in the audience,
" could equal the cheering of these passages, except the burst
of applause which broke out when Lord Wellington showed
himself or moved ".*
But that which was most intriguing to the general public
and to those officers of Lord Wellington's army who had
not yet heard the news from Paris, was the sight of a large
white cockade upon his Lordship's hat which lay in a con-
spicuous place at the front of the box.
The mystery, however, was speedily solved for, " a person
in black, attended by many candles, and having a paper in
his hand, appeared in a side box straggling for room and
utterance ",2 and having obtained both proceeded to read
out the proclamation of King Louis XVIII and the new French
Constitution.
So fell the curtain on Napoleon's reign.
1 Proper, Peninsular Letters, p. 468.                 2 Hid.